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Jessica Watkins (Born  May 14, 1988) is a NASA astronaut, 
geologist, aquanaut and former international rugby player. 
She is a member of the Artemis Team, a select group of 
astronauts charged with focusing on the development 
and training eforts for early missions to the Moon. 
Dr. Watkins earned a bachelor’s degree in geological and 
environmental sciences at Stanford University, and then 
earned a Ph.D. in geology. She has worked at NASA’s Ames 
Research Center and NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
and was a science team collaborator for NASA’s Mars 
Science Laboratory rover, Curiosity. Jessica 
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